
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 10 (Part 1) 
As we finished Matthew 9, Jesus looked at his disciples and said essentially: “the needs in the world around us are great.  There are many 
people in need - ask that God would send people out to meet those needs!” As Matthew 10 opens, Jesus sends his emissaries out into the 
region modeling his own ministry work. 
 
Matthew 10:1-4 - Jesus’ 12 Disciples 
 

Simon (Peter) and Andrew are brothers. James and John are also brothers. Matthew is a tax collector and Simon is a Zealot.  Judas 
Iscariot will end up betraying Jesus.  There are some name discrepancies amongst the gospels which may likely be a result of 
Greek/Hebrew names being used in different cases (like Simon v. Peter).  But Jesus called 12 disciples to be close with him and be sent 
by him.  The number 12 is significant as Jesus is creating a new people of/for God with an allusion to the 12 tribes of Israel. 
 
The word “apostles” is used 8x in the gospels, and only once in Matthew. It’s from the Greek word meaning sent one or one sent on a 
mission.  Later the term “apostle” (where it is used 29x) will be used of the original 12 apostles mentioned here who walked closest 
with Jesus during his earthly ministry. There is a spiritual gift of apostleship also used by Paul (who may be the most famous 
“apostle”) mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:28. Some view the office of apostle as either someone sent to do a work generally or more 
commonly those who specifically have been commissioned to do something by Jesus himself (thus Paul’s title as apostle). 
 
v. 1 - Jesus gives his 12 disciples/apostles authority and calls them to follow his own ministry model (cp. Matthew 9:35 etc). 

 
Matthew 10:5-15 - 12 Disciples Sent Out To Preach & Minister 
 
 1 - Only go to the people of Israel 
 2 - Preach that the kingdom of heaven is at hand (coming soon) 

3 - Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons.   
 (Jesus had already done all of these things himself (recorded in Matthew 8-9) and now gives authority to the 12 to do the same.) 
4 - Be swift and mobile in this mission. Don’t accumulate a bunch of things but be ready to get up and go.  
5 - Those they minister to will help take care of their needs (food, housing etc). If someone accepts you, bless them.   
If someone rejects you, don’t bless them. 

 
“Shake the dust off your feet” was a prophetic illustration meant to communicate leaving the people/city behind and on their own. The 
prophet/evangelist did their job to proclaim God’s message. Those who reject this message will have to give account before God. 

 
Sodom and Gomorrah are representative of the most wicked of cities/people (their story is Genesis 13-19). 

 
Matthew 10:16-25 - Instructions For The Mission 
 
Q - What does it mean to be sheep in the midst of wolves? Q - what does it mean to be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves? (v. 16) 
 

Jesus prepares his disciples ahead of time for the difficulty of this mission. They will not be received by everyone and will face strong 
pushback & persecution - eventually leading to arrest, intimidation at the highest level, physical abuse & we know later even death. 
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The first mission of the 12 apostles will not lead to these extremes but Jesus’ words recorded in Matthew would serve them well on 
their first mission and every one that would follow. 

 
But along with the sober words they would hear, they also will hear that God’s spirit will empower them and support them - even 
in what they will need to say in these pressure packed moments. 
 
The testimony of Acts confirms that this is exactly what happened.  These unremarkable fisherman and tax collectors and 
“nobodies” in the world's eyes will stand before courts, synagogues, governors and kings and the spirit of their father would 
inspire them to speak with boldness and power! 

 
v. 22 - you will be hated by all because of my name - but the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

 
It surely could have been a temptation to feel special because of being sent by the Messiah to do this work. But any of that 
temptation to be arrogant or high minded would have been squashed as the disciples listened to Jesus to tell the whole story. 
 
The disciples were not being sent to become famous or popular or gain success - they were being sent with the message of salvation 
and judgment. They had to know this and be motivated by the right motivations or else they would quit at the first sign of trouble. 
 
At this point in their discipleship to Jesus, they had heard enough and seen enough to know that he was the Messiah, that the kingdom 
was coming and that there was power in his name. So for them to be sent, knowing there would be rejection and opposition, it meant 
that they knew the message was true and also needed for the world. 
 
And this salvation would motivate them to not quit when things got hard. 
 
Matthew 10:26-33 - Encouragement For The Mission 
 
 Jesus gives some incredible perspective to fuel his followers' mission: 
 1 - Don’t fear: Everything is going to be revealed and exposed (v. 26-27) 
 2 - Don’t fear: The ones who can kill you can't destroy you (v. 28) 
 3 - Don’t fear: You are incredibly valuable to God (v. 29-31) 
 4 - You stand for Christ now, you’ll stand before God in the end. You deny Christ now, you’ll be denied by Christ in the end. 
 
These truths require an eternal perspective. The disciples aren’t living for now, they’re living for the age to come. They’re not focused 
on now,they’re focused on the kingdom to come. They can’t be consumed with today, they need to be consumed about the last day. 
 
The gospel of Christ is not about life improvement or temporal benefit, though those things may be realities that a disciple 
experiences. The gospel is about the future and about the coming Kingdom of God. This gospel which was proclaimed and demonstrated 
by Jesus has won the hearts of these 12 disciples.  They will take this call seriously and live in a radical way in comparison to the 
common way and go with the flow course of life. 
 
And anyone who hears, understands and believes the gospel today would be a fool to trade eternal glory and everlasting life for 
what the world offers now. We may not all stand before governors or kings and it’s rare that our lives will be on the line - but we 
cannot be lulled to sleep by the world’s wicked lullaby and get deceived into living for that which will be destroyed. 
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